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Submission on the Notice of Intention to consider listing on the State Heritage Register of Currawong Workers Holiday Camp, Currawong Beach, Pittwater
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October 10, 2007

Sylvia Hale MLC on behalf of The Greens NSW.

www.sylviahale.org.au
Ph. 02 9230 3030

Email: sylvia.hale@parliament.nsw.gov.au
This submission is to register the support of the Greens NSW for the listing on the State Heritage Register of Currawong Workers Holiday Camp, Currawong Beach, Pittwater

Under the nomination criteria for an item to be listed on the state’s Heritage Register, a site must meet one of seven (7) criteria for state significance. An item need only meet one criterion for nomination. Yet as even the State Heritage Office report states, Currawong meets an exceptionally high four out of seven of the criteria for significance.
Currawong is important, since it has significance on so many levels.  It is a living ‘natural history’ of the biodiversity of the area; it has indigenous links; it has a long association going back to the early days of colonial history; it has associations with the state’s social history; and it has significant pieces of Australia’s history of technological innovation.

But the built and social heritage of Currawong cannot be properly interpreted or understood if it is seen in isolation from its natural setting. The escarpment, bush, and beach between the built environment of Currawong and the surrounding National Park form an important buffer and curtilage. To excise a portion will only undermine Currawong’s significance.


According to the Heritage Council’s criteria for listing -

(1) Currawong is important in the course, or pattern, of NSW’s cultural or natural history, namely:

As regards its natural history, Currawong is surrounded by Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park, which is recognised as an outstanding example of the area’s biodiversity. 

Much of the natural vegetation has been retained. Important plant communities found at Currawong include red bloodwood, scribbly gum and yellow bloodwood, and the site also provides habitat for many significant or endangered animals. 


Apart from its natural history, Currawong has an indigenous association.  It has long been associated with occupation and ownership by clans of the Guringai tribe.

It also has significance from the earliest days of European settlement.  The original land grant was to one of the leaders of the Irish Rebellion, and the site contains an early farmhouse which provides a continuing link with on of the earliest sites of agriculture in Australia. The Australian Constitution was drafted just next to Currawong, when the Lucinda moored at The Basin, while post-WWII, Currawong became a recreational site for the use of ordinary working people of the state.

So both natural history and cultural heritage values are strongly represented here.


(2) Currawong has strong or special association with a group of persons of importance in NSW’s cultural or natural history, namely: 

Currawong has a long association with Australia’s radicalism. Its first private owner, from 1835, was Martin Burke, who was transported for involvement in the Irish rebellions at the end of the 18th century. In the middle of the 20th century, Currawong becomes strongly associated with the union movement in New South Wales, when, in 1949, the Labor Council of NSW purchased it from the Port Jackson & Manly Steamship Company for £10,000, as part of a vision for ensuring that workers and their families had access to affordable beach holidays. The collection of buildings has been acknowledged by Heritage NSW as possessing "state historical significance as the most intact remaining … mid-20th century, union-organised workers' holiday camp in NSW and probably Australia".

(3) Currawong is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical achievement in NSW, namely:

Currawong’s natural setting is of high aesthetic significance, surrounded as it is by the bushland slopes of Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park   It has an unspoilt natural landscape and high scenic quality, derived from its backdrop sandstone escarpment, forested slopes and pristine beach.

The built environment of Currawong also displays strong heritage values of State significance, such as rare and uncommon examples of prefabricated buildings. In the post-WWII era, Australians were world innovators in pre-fabricated building technology, and the Currawong site saw the erection of a Hudson’s Pittwater kit-home (Kenny’s Cottage) in 1950, then two Vandyke Brothers cottages, and three years later, seven steel frame cottages.


(4) Currawong has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in NSW for social, cultural or spiritual reasons, namely:

Apart from its earlier indigenous associations, Currawong has a long cultural history as a holiday venue for working families in New South Wales. It has, for nearly half a century, provided non-profit holidays for both the general public of NSW, and for union members and their families. The spatial and cultural parameters of this, as embodied in Currawong, should be preserved.

(5) Currawong has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of NSWs cultural or natural history, namely:

Indigenous occupation of Currawong is evidenced by the presence of shell middens, rock shelters, engravings and grinding grooves. The presence of engravings at both ends of the beach strongly indicates that a proper archaeological investigation of the site would reveal invaluable information about the pre-European culture and society of the Guringai tribe.

(6) Currawong possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of NSW’s cultural or natural history, namely:

Currawong represents a unique example of a post-WWII era union workers' holiday camp in NSW, and provides a priceless link to the social reform movement associated with that period in Australia, and in other developed economies, such as the United Kingdom. 

Currawong also retains the curtilage of the original land grant to Martin Burke. This is very rare and provides a link to early surveying practices in New South Wales.


(7) Currawong is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of NSW’s cultural or natural places and environments, namely:

Currawong’s long association with the union movement is strongly identified with struggles for workers rights, such as the battle for two-weeks paid annual leave, for the 40-hour week, and the 1948 Federal Arbitration Award.

Further, Currawong also embodied the new social ideas and ideals associated with post-war reconstruction. One of significance here was that Currawong was part of that chain of resorts from the far north coast to the Snowy Mountains, implementing the union movement’s philosophy of caring about workers and their families through all stages of their lives).


The fact that the entire Currawong site is included on the Register of the National Trust demonstrates that the site is important in representing the principal characteristics of a class of NSW’s cultural or natural places and environments.
Conclusion

Currawong, then, is clearly important, since it has significance on so many levels.  It is a living ‘natural history’ of the biodiversity of the area; it has indigenous links; it has a long association going back to the early days of colonial history; it has associations with the state’s social and cultural history; and it has significant pieces of Australia’s history of technological innovation.

It is our view that the nomination must:  

· Maintain Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park’s environmental integrity; 

· List and protect the cottage village and the surrounding landscape - the bushland setting, including the waterfront landscape and sandstone escarpment; 

· Acknowledge the importance to working people of their history, in particular 2 weeks paid annual leave and the 40 hour week that Currawong commemorates
· Maintain affordable access for everyone; 

And yet the site has been called in, by the Minister for Planning under his 3A powers, to be given the go-ahead for development.

Thus the Minister for Planning, in keeping with state heritage principles, must: 

· keep the aesthetic and visual integrity of Ku-ring-gai National Park; 

· uphold the significance of the workers’ victories of two weeks' paid annual leave and the 40-hour week; 

· protect the post-war Reconstruction cottage village;

· and maintain affordable access.

In summary, Currawong is of significant natural, social and cultural heritage importance to the people of New South Wales.  

It is not often that we have the opportunity to save some of our heritage from the developer’s hammer or bulldozer.  Too often, we are faced with fait accompli.  But with Currawong, we do have that opportunity.  The government itself has the power to stop any development on a site that has such major natural and cultural significance for this state.  We should not let this opportunity pass us by.

